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Vision Statement

Who We Are:
We are a Christian church which loves Jesus
and serves the community.
What We Believe:
We believe in a God who loves the world so much that He gave His only
Son Jesus Christ for us.
We believe that in accepting Jesus we have forgiveness, peace with God
and eternal life.
We believe that it is our responsibility to share this good news with our
community.
We believe that the Bible is God’s Word and we live our lives in obedience
to it.
What We Do:
We worship God.
We encourage people in prayer & discipleship.
We engage with our community and wider world in mission.
We serve our community in Christ’s name.

Easter Services, 2022
Palm Sunday — 10th April, 10am
Service — Tuesday 12th April, 11am
Maundy Thursday, Communion — 14th April, 7pm
Good Friday Reflections, six on the hour reflections — 15th April,
9am — 3pm (come when you can, leave when you must).
This is an opportunity to take time out on Good Friday to spend as long
as you would like in the church thinking about Jesus, the Cross and God’s
love. There will be free tea, coffee & hot cross buns
Easter Sunday — 17th April,
9am — Tea, coffee & bacon rolls and 10am — Easter Sunday service

Dear Friends,
I'm writing a letter to all the Churches within our care (Auchtergaven and
Moneydie lw Redgorton and Stanley) to reflect on the Presbytery Plan and the hope of
Easter.
As you may well know the Presbytery has been asked to cut the number of centrally
paid staff ie Ministers and Parish workers by 40%. This is a huge cut and change to
the way we have organized the resources of the Kirk to be the National Church. The
outcome of the proposal will see every parish within Perth Presbytery affected in
some way or another. What it means for us is a grouping of Letham St Marks, Perth
North and Perth Riverside and Auchtergaven and Moneydie lw Redgorton and
Stanley. The resources given to each parish has been cut with Letham dropping to
1.7 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) and Auchtergaven and Moneydie lw Redgorton and
Stanley dropping to 0.25 FTE. What that means is the equivalent of a paid locum
providing services and some pastoral care under the guardianship of the Presbytery
and an Interim Moderator appointed by Presbytery to work with Auchtergaven and
Moneydie lw Redgorton and Stanley Churches. It also means an opportunity for the
three larger Churches to share their resources with Auchtergaven and Moneydie lw
Redgorton and Stanley in meaningful ways to grow the mission of the Church. I
know this is a challenge and one that has left many people scratching their heads but
it is the reality of the Kirk which does not have the resources it once had. For those
of us in Letham it means Neil's position will drop from fulltime to 0.7 FTE. Like every
other Church we accept the proposal and look at ways of building upon the proposals.
I guess from a human perspective it all seems quite depressing. This is understandable but we also have a faith perspective that opens up new possibilities
especially at Easter. When we look at Holy Week, Good Friday and Resurrection
Sunday we see the complete set of emotions displayed by the disciples in just 7
days. They did feel as though it was all over and that it was time to walk away. They
did feel that all their efforts were in vain and they did feel that it was time to go back
to their previous lives. But God had a different idea. When the disciples met the
risen Saviour they were changed and transformed in their hearts, minds and
souls. Their view of God had changed and their minds were now open to the
possibility of turning the world upside down. Here's the good news - we have Christ
and his power/love with us and there are more of us than the 11 disciples who were
left.
Life can throw us some pretty difficult curve balls but we have a God who enables us
to bat them back and even out the park. There is much we do not know about the
Presbytery Plan and how it will work itself out but I am reminded that with God on
our side "nothing is impossible." Let's go forward in faith, hope and love.
Aye
Jim Stewart

Introducing the Rev Douglas Monaghan — Familiarisation Minister
from the Uniting Church of Australia
Thank you all for welcoming me into your congregation with such warmth and friendship, it has
been great meeting so many of you and I look forward to getting to know you all more over the
coming months.
For those who don’t know me yet, I was born in Paisley (which makes me a lifelong fan of St.
Mirren) and grew up in Dumfries. For a while, I was interested in studying Divinity at University,
but I was worried it wouldn’t lead to a suitable job (a fear I still have) so went to study Law at
Dundee University. While at University, I met my wife Eunice, who was also studying law. After
graduating with my law degree and Diploma in Legal Practice, I did my legal traineeship in
Dumfries practicing criminal defence law. During this time, I married, then began work as a
criminal defence solicitor in Stranraer where I worked for seven years. Our four children, David,
Ross, and twins Euan and Megan were born during this time.
In 2001 I joined the Procurator Fiscal Service as a Procurator Fiscal Depute based in Aberdeen. After three years there, I was moved to cover the Banff office and was mainly based
there with occasional excursions to Peterhead and Elgin. I had the sense that I was meant to be
doing something else with my life but was not sure what. I began to think about what I could do.
Ordained ministry was not an option I had in mind. To me, ministers were a strange breed and I
couldn’t see myself as one at all yet God continued to pester me towards this vocation. After a
few years of resisting, (I made Moses look enthusiastic), I began to think about ordained
ministry and the few close confidents I mentioned this to did not laugh out loud. This was
confirmation enough to begin investigations with the Church of Scotland.
I had intended to go to a church enquirers conference, but the Australian government intervened at this time by offering a three year visa to go to Australia. We decided to take it up to
have a bit of an adventure. After being assured the Church of Scotland would recognise the
Uniting Church in Australia as a sister church, we set off for a new life in Adelaide and I began
to investigate my call to ministry. After three years I was not yet ordained and had not completed my Bachelor of Ministry Degree. The church of Scotland advised that I would need to be ordained and have my degree before I could consider coming back. We extended our visa and
then became citizens to allow this to happen. I was also told it would be beneficial to have some
experience as a minister behind me before returning and so I began ministry there. As my children were entering the final years of High School, we decided to remain in Australia for them to
finish their education and then, of course, Covid hit. My three years in Australia lasted thirteen!
I was very fortunate that the Church of Scotland allowed me to
interview for a Familiarisation ministry placement over the internet
and was delighted to be accepted. 121 George Street found this
church as one that could take me. I am especially grateful to Rev.
Jim for agreeing to take me on and supervise me. Thanks also to
the team here, Rev Anne, Neil, Tracey, the Kirk Session, the
volunteers, and those I’ve met who have all made my coming
here so easy. I’m very much looking forward to getting things
sorted so I can be reunited with my family who have remained in
Australia while I undergo Familiarisation with the Church of
Scotland.

Douglas Monaghan

As I send you greetings today, I
am aware that in one week’s time
the clocks will change and we
will Spring forward. Whether you
are a gardener, or have a view of
a neighbours garden, a shopper,
or an ardent watcher of garden
programmes on the television,
you can’t help but be in view of
daffodils, the evidence that
Spring has sprung. They are my favourite flowers, and I can identify very much with
the words of William Wordsworth.
(They flash upon that inward eye, Which is the bliss of solitude, And then my heart with
pleasure fills, And dances with the daffodils.)
We Praise God for the beauty of Spring with its new life, and the celebration of Easter
which solidifies our faith and hope of eternal life in Christ Jesus.
As we spring forward we praise God for His Goodness, His Strength and His Peace
during another challenging year of the Covid Pandemic and look forward soon to
being free of most of the Covid Restrictions. Meeting together in church mask free, being able to greet each other with a smile, sing like a linty in church and share fellowship
with each other over a cup of tea.
How good is the God we adore, our faithful unchangeable friend whose love is as great
as His power and knows neither measure nor end,
For Christ is the first and the last, His spirit will guide us safe home,
We’ll Praise Him for all that is past and trust Him for all that’s to come.
Anne Findlay

Some Community News from our Development Worker, Neil
Hallelujah, spring is here! Good things come to those who wait. ‘If we hope for
what we do not see, then we do with patience wait for it’ (Rom 8:25).
Hope & Patience are great things.
I’m looking forward to helping out at Letham Primary School with some volunteers
from the church as we support their Easter Holiday Lunch & Activities Club. A
great opportunity to interact with the school. Please pray for God’s grace, and presence, and blessing.
As a church we are also welcoming ‘Love Letham’, into our building between April
and Christmas. Love Letham is an initiative which seeks to listen to and help
young people articulate their views regarding what would make Letham the best
place to grow up in. A commission will be set up which will include young people of
all ages from Letham, key stakeholders within the community and council workers.
The purpose of the commission is to hear young people’s views and allow these
views to shape future council policy and strategy for the Letham community.

More and more refugees are flooding into our area. It is really difficult for them.
They could be moved on without notice any day to another place. They have no certainty or stability. They are not allowed to work or study until they receive refugee
status and they cannot receive this status until they have been interviewed. They
have to wait from six months to a year for an interview. Hopefully this policy will
change as we welcome refugees from Ukraine at this time. I find the most engaging
and interesting part of my week is spent with refugees. They are such grateful and
inspiring people. If you have any free time and want to help with basic English lessons, please get in touch with Linda at ESOL Perth 07427 689797. They teach in
very small groups and all materials for lessons are provided.
Every Wednesday morning in Connections Café at LSM we have started a low-key
drop-in service seeking to make ourselves available to listen, pray for & signpost
folks who may be struggling to stay afloat for one reason or another. Please pray
for help to shape, grow, and direct this according to God’s good will.
Let’s be like the Good Shepherd and keep our eyes open for the lost sheep. Luke
15:4 Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Do you not
leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep UNTIL YOU
FIND IT?
Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, for they are ripe
already to harvest (John 4:35).
Happy Easter! May God help us to understand and communicate what
it’s all about.

Baptisms —
Stephan Samuel — 30th January, 2022
Brody Fraser — 6th March, 2022
Funerals —
Mr Johnny Patullo — November, 2021
Mr William Walker — 23rd November, 2021
Mr Alexander Lorimer — 3rd December, 2021
Mrs Barbara Miller — 9th December, 2021
Mr Alexander McKay — January, 2022
Mrs Mary McCrory — 2nd January, 2022
Mr Dave Everett — 5th January, 2022
Mrs Margaret Broomfield — 10th January, 2022
Mrs Norma Porter — 24th January, 2022
Mr Jack Hills — 2nd February, 2022
Mrs Susan McAra — 12th February, 2022
Mr Tom Gordon — 22nd February, 2022
Mrs Margaret Ellam — 26th February, 2022

Opening Times
10am—1pm
Tues, Wed & Thurs
All Welcome

We would love to welcome you at LSM Connections Café to meet up with friends
or neighbours over coffee/tea and scones. Just pop in and give it a go!
You will find a friendly, welcoming and sociable atmosphere.
We reopened in our new format café in October 2020 to provide a safe space for
people to meet, since then we have grown and last week we welcomed 109
customers during the week which is amazing! How lovely it has been to meet
with people after missing our friends so much over the lockdowns.
Perhaps, having been isolated for some time, you might be feeling reluctant to
involve yourself at the moment. We do appreciate this, so when you feel ready,
we would love to see you.
From November, we have had various secondary school pupils from Fairview
School coming to take part in a work placement with us. Two pupils came at a
time along with their support workers for a period of 6 weeks, they have all
worked very hard over their time with us and all of them have improved in their
skills. Their photos are below -

Lauren

Kevin & Jacqueline
Aaron & Aaron
Rebecca

We underwent our first inspection from Perth & Kinross Council in the last few
weeks, this all went very well and I’m very happy to say that we passed.
Our volunteer cooks, baristas, front of house staff and cleaners have been
absolutely invaluable to the success of LSM Connections, we definitely could not
function without them!

Tracey White

LSM Connections Manager

Opportunities to Serve
We are always looking for new people who would like to volunteer.
If you are interested in being —
A relief Barista,
A relief Cook, Front of House staff or
A Shopper for our café items on a Monday
please do get in touch with myself, Tracey White on 01738 446377 or you can
email the office on office@lethamstmarks.org.uk.

SUPA CLUB
I am delighted to report that SUPA Club resumed in Letham Primary School on
the Tuesday after the midterm.
We have had a great welcome from the school and currently we are allowed to
have up to 12 P7 children.
Our normal programme consists of games, craft and bible stories.
The first couple of weeks were introductory explaining what SUPA Club is, and
now we are on an Easter theme.
We started with Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. The young folk
decorated spoons as in the picture.
Ruth Gunn

Giving
If you would like to support the work of the church, you can give by one of the
following options:



setting up a bank standing order
using Weekly Freewill Offering Envelopes
through the plate

Gift Aid is a valuable source of income to the Church. If you pay tax and have not
filled out a Gift Aid form then please contact Gillian Forsyth.

Have You Stopped Paying Tax since you filled out a
Gift Aid form?
If you have retired recently and don’t have a taxable pension or have stopped
paying tax for some other reason and you have, in the past filled out a Gift Aid
form, please can you let the Treasurer know? The church will continue to claim 25%
of the offerings of those who have filled out Gift Aid forms unless told otherwise.
If you have stopped paying tax or you are unsure about any aspect of the above then
please contact Gillian Forsyth on 633533 or gforgill20@gmail.com
Thank you to all who have been faithfully giving to the work of the church.
Gillian Forsyth

Treasurer

Babies and Toddlers
The Babies and Toddlers Group is once again a regular feature
on a Tuesday in LSM, but it is very different from before Covid.
We are open for people to drop in any time between noon and
3pm, in the upstairs lounge. There are toys for free play for the wee ones, unlimited tea
and coffee, and a healthy snack lunch is provided for everyone. At some point in the afternoon we usually have a singing time, a craft time, sometimes led by the parents, and
a story time.
All the families who attend are from our neighbourhood. The children are aged between
a few weeks and three, and have been prevented from socialising in a group setting up
till now, due to the pandemic. The parents/grandparents can relax, chatting over a
cuppie, while they can see that the children are safe and enjoying the play opportunities.

Gill Kaye

What’s On for Children & Youth
We recognise the importance for children and young
people to find a safe space where they can belong, find
friendships, feel at home and explore what a relationship with
Jesus is all about. We would love to see you here at LSM.
We have two childrens groups which operate during our
10am Sunday service — Creche and Sunday School.
We also have our Youth Fellowship which meets every
second Sunday in the evening during school term time from
7.30pm—9pm, for any information contact Dave Forsyth.

God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them. Genesis 1:27
The YF finished 2021 with a Christmas meal at Harvesters attended by 6 young people and
2 leaders. The restaurant was brightened by our Christmas jumper display!
We spend a fair amount of time each meeting sharing recent experiences whether it be
about Uni applications, sports or St Johnstone. We have a time playing games which has
included Scattergories and The Wheel (very competitive).
In January, we finished the series looking at questions from Matthew's gospel.

Since February, we've been exploring relationships as recorded in the book of Genesis (see
chapter 1 verses 27-28) - how we were designed to relate to God, each other, creation and
even ourselves.
We continue to meet every 2 weeks applying secondary school Covid-19 restrictions and
look forward to a further easing of restrictions enabling us to do a wider range of activities
during the summer term.
Dave Forsyth

Easter Dawn Service Easter Sunday, 17th April —
7am at Quarrymill (Macmillan Coffee Shop end),
followed by breakfast at Scone Old Church Hall
(at the other end of Quarrymill Den).
Perth Action of Churches Together

Prayer Walk
There will be a Prayer Walk through the city on Wednesday 13th April at
1.30pm. The walk will start at the North Church Garden and will take around
an hour. The route will pass Horsecross and several city churches finishing in
old St Paul’s.
There will be a prayer tree in the garden with blue and yellow ribbons for
people to attach prayer messages. Everybody welcome.

Covid has led to many changes in Perth Street Pastors. During the second
lockdown Police Scotland asked us to continue patrols as there was
concern about many young folk.
While there are still late night patrols, we have continued weekend patrols
during the day and early evening. In the last few years training has been
increased to include understanding Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, and
recognising trafficking, both of which are relevant locally.
The most recent update has been the kind donation (as in the photograph)
by the Order of St John of a defibrillator, which is carried on patrol.
We are very grateful for people’s prayers. People used to say that they
would love to be Street Pastors but could not manage the night shift.
Now that we are out during the day and early evening we look forward to
taking folk out as observers, and hopefully welcoming them as recruits!
Interested ?
Email perth@streetpastors.org.uk or
contact Gordon Loudon or myself.
Sandy Gunn

Gill Kaye is able to take any orders you have for The Real Easter Egg,
please give your order to her by the 8th April.
Gill’s contact details are — 07801818535 and gill_kaye@hotmail.com.

Update from the Gordon family, our missionary partners

Adam is currently in Burundi for an EMI Project Trip. He went a few days early to spend some
time with the folks and projects up at Kibuye Hope Hospital.

Day 4 in Burundi — Traded the cool, wet mountain air for warm, stuffy city air. I’ll be meeting the
rest of the team at Hope Africa University to begin our 10 day project trip. We’ll be assessing how
HAU are currently using their buildings and space on the campus, with one eye on the future and
how they could best grow.
Day 5 in Burundi — Today started like all good project trips should start: with a tour of the site. It
was great to see it all, but, also daunting to start to grasp the scale of the project ahead of us!

The Gordon family will be coming back to
Scotland for home assignment in June
and will be at Letham St Mark’s church on
Sunday 12th June. It will be great to see
them in person and hear all about their
work in Uganda.
Please pray for:

Adam and the rest of the team in
Burundi. Pray for good communication
within the team and with client ministry.
Pray for energy and inspiration as they
aim to complete a lot of work in a short
space of time. Praise God for safety in
travel and pray for more of the same.



Laura, Beth and Sophie carrying on with
life in Kampala.



Good health for our family, friends and
colleagues in Uganda, there has been a
lot of sickness around recently.



Continued planning for home assignment.

Christian Aid – turn hunger into hope
Drought starves. It robs women of the power to farm and grow food for their
families.
In rural Zimbabwe, seven out of ten women rely on farming to earn a living
and provide for their families. But with no rain, people can’t grow enough
food, and they struggle to provide for their children. In times of drought,
many families can only afford to eat one bowl of porridge a day.
Women are hungrier. Mums often skip meals to share what little food they
have with their children. One of these mums is Jessica Mwedzi. Drought makes
every day a struggle for survival. Jessica is hungry to earn a decent living.
Hungry to provide a more hopeful future for her family. ‘My children crave a
good meal, but I can’t provide. We often go to bed on an empty stomach. It
pains me to send them to bed hungry.’
As the climate crisis rages on, vulnerable communities in Zimbabwe, like
Jessica’s, face the threat of more intense droughts, flooding and storms.
‘Women are at the mercy of climate change and hunger,’ she says.
Together, we can restore justice to our world. But we need to act now.
This Christian Aid Week (15-21 May), your gift could help Jessica grow
drought-resistant crops. Donate today to help women like Jessica turn their
dry, dusty land into a garden of hope.
£5 could buy water taps for a community garden
£15 could buy drought-resistant seeds like sorghum or millet to help
10 farmers like Jessica to grow food
£60 could train 50 women farmers to adapt and grow food in the
changing climate
£250 could help a family build a storeroom and provide seeds and
fertilisers
Help mums like Jessica to provide food – and hope – for their families.
Please join us by donating at caweek.org

Jessica and her family

Jessica carries maize to make
porridge for her children

And 7000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up food prices in
Zimbabwe and around the globe.
Without the fertiliser and food—like wheat and cooking oil—that Ukraine and
Russia produce, vulnerable families will be pushed even deeper into hunger.
But hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you.
Join us this Christian Aid Week and help turn hunger into hope.
With every gift, every action, every prayer, we celebrate and share hope with
our sisters and brothers facing crisis around the world, from Ukraine to
Zimbabwe.

We’re raising our voices to call for climate justice.
Together we can restore justice to our world.
Christian Aid Week
15—21 May, 2022
Challenge Yourself
Take on our 300,000 steps challenge this May—get fit while raising vital
funds.
It’s simple: take 300,000 sponsored steps throughout the month of May.
You’ll raise vital funds for communities battling the worst of this climate crisis.
Our steps challenge clocks in at just under 10,000 steps per day.
You can do the challenge alone or with a team, supporting each other to reach
your goal. Whether you decide to walk, jump, skip, hop or run your steps is
completely up to you!
Join the challenge in 3 easy steps:1.

Sign up and order your very own Christian Aid t-shirt

2.

Set up your JustGiving fundraising page

3.

Join our 300,000 steps in May Facebook page. Connect with other people
taking on the challenge, support and motivate each other, and share tips.
Step by step, we can change lives.
Thank you for stepping up and turning hunger into hope.

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. He who believes in me will
live, even though he dies; and whoever
lives and believes in me will never die.
Do you believe this?” John: 11 v 25—26

Minister
Rev Jim Stewart
Church Tel: 01738 446377
Manse Tel: 01738 624167

He is not here; He has risen! Luke: 24 v 6

Email: diamondboy09@yahoo.com

Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus,
who died — more than that, who was
raised to life — is at the right hand of God
and is also interceding for us.
Romans 8: v 34

Session Clerks

Praise be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he
has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, and into an inheritance
that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept
in heaven for you. 1 Peter: 1 v 3—4

Jim Leslie Tel: 01738 446377
Irene Wilkie Tel: 01738 446377

Church Centre Manager
Tracey White

Tel: Church Office: 01738 446377
Email: office@lethamstmarks.org.uk

Community Development Worker
Neil Slowman Tel: 07549104044
If you would like to receive the ChurchFamily Forum by e-mail please contact
the Church Office,
office@lethamstmarks.org.uk
The benefits are This method saves paper and ink!
You will receive your copy as soon as
the Forum is produced!
It will all be in colour!

Pastoral Assistant

Anne Findlay Tel: 07540008838

Safeguarding Co-ordinator
Maggie Symon

All Are Welcome

Tel: 07799010050

